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[6.] 

Addressed: L'. Col - John Laurens. 

Valley forge Camp- 



York Town 22 d Jan y . 
1778— 
My Dear Son — 

Your friend & fellow Soldier DuPlessis leaves 
York Town with a heart full of happiness as yours & mine 
used to be when M r . Staytape had brought home the New 
Coat — he will tell you everything. 

More time will be required for me to consider the propriety 
of your scheme for raising a black Regiment, than you seem 
to have taken for concerting the project — there is nothing 
reasonable, which you can ask & I refuse — I will not refuse 
this, if after mature deliberation you will say it is reason- 
able — but before you can mature such a plan many con- 
siderations are to he had which I am persuaded have not 
yet taken place in your mind — a Work of this importance 
must be entered upon with Caution & great circumspection, 
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otherwise a Man will be reduced to the ridiculous state of 
the Fox who had lost his Tail. 

This is a very serious & important affair which shall have 
every proper degree of respect paid to it in my future con- 
templations & we will determine when we meet — I will close 
the subject at present by a frank declaration that I am more 
inclined to give than to leave you an Estate — it cuts me 
deep when I allow my self to think the chance for the latter 
is rather against me. — 

Congress last Night confirmed an Act consisting of much 
recital & many Resolutions, calculated for retaliating the 
Injuries & Insults offered by the Enemy to the Inhabitants 
of these States when made Prisoners — this when the Secre- 
tary's Clerks are pleased to Copy — will be transmitted & 
published in your Camp — 
My dear Son I pray God to keep you — Henry Laurens. 

Endorsed by John Laurens : 22 d Jan y . 1778. 

Endorsed by Henry Laurens: H. L. to J. L— ^ 

York Town 22". Jan 5 '. 1778 

[7-] 

Addressed: Lieut'. Colonel John Laurens 

Head quarters 

Valley forge Camp — 



York Town 25 January 
1778— 
My Dear Son— ^ 

M*. DuPlessis who went from York I be- 
lieve on Friday did me the honour to bear a Letter to you — 
I did not tell you then that the Marquis delafayette is offered 
a Command upon an intended expedition into Canada 
which will separate him from the General — there can be 
nothing else intended but honour to the Marquis & benefit 
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to the Public. — General Conway is voted second in Com- 
mand & General Starke third. 

General Conway called on me & sat an hour, he introduced 
the unhappy dispute subsisting with the General, & assured 
me there were no such words in his Letter to Gen. Gates as 
those quoted by the General — this he had learned from G. 
Gates he had not kept a Copy of his Letter — pray can you 
explain this Mystery — but you know tis not my wish or de- 
sire to pry improperly into the affairs of other Men — this 
indeed may be called a public affair & I am afraid will be- 
come very public — but as one party has appealed to me & 
the friends of the other delivered their sentiments, I have 
some Claim upon each to inform me truly. — 
By the continual passing of Officers from your Camp one 
would think you had all broke up for the holydays — what 
condition are you in ? do you ever exercise your thoughts 
on that question, or do you go on like an honest fearless 
amnquisitive unsuspecting Lad ? 

My Dear Son. I pray God, give 

You "Wisdom & protect you 

from Snares— ^ 

Henry Laurens, 

L*. Col . John Laurens — N 

Endorsed by John Laurens: 25 th Jam". 1778. 

Endorsed by Henry Laurens : H. L. to J. L— <, 

York town 25 th . Jan: 1778 

[8.] 

York Town 

6<\ Febry 1778, 

My Dear Son — N 

Your favor of the 2 a . Ins', came to hand late 
last Night,' as you have filled six Pages on the JSTegro scheme 

» See The Army Correspondence of Colonel John Laurens, pp. 114-118. 
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-without approaching towards a plan & Estimate — & as you 
have totally overlooked every other subject on which I have 
addressed you in several late Letters — the conclusion that 
your whole mind is enveloped in the Cloud of that project, 
Is unavoidable — if any good shall arise from a prosecution 
of it — the merit will be solely yours — for now, I will 
undertake to say there is not a Man in America of 
your opinion Nay you will not be of your own opinion 
after a little reflection — 'tis evident you want to raise a 
Regiment, as evident you have not digested a plan — admit- 
ting, which I admit only for argument, you have a right to 
rem i we a Man from one state of Slavery into another — or if 
you please into a state of servitude which will be esteemed 
by him infinitely worse than Slavery — what right have you 
to exchange & Barter "Women & Children" in whom you 
pretend to say you have no property? — 
The very same observation- may be made with respect to 
the Men — for you have either property in them, or you have 
no t — admitting the latter which you seem to acknowledge, 
upon what ground of justice will you insist upon their in- 
listing for Soldiers, as the condition of their enfranchise- 
ment. — if they are free — tell them so — set them at full 
liberty — & then address them in the language of a recruiting 
Officer to any other free Men — & if, four in forty take your 
inlLting bounty, it will be very extraordinary, this small 
number will do it through ignorance & three of the four be 
returned as Deserters in a very short time — 
All this by no means intimates that I am an Advocate for 
Slavery — you know I am not, therefore it is unnecessary to 
attempt a vindication — 

The more I think of & the more I have consulted on, your 
scheme, the less I approve of it — Wisdom dictates that I 
should rather oppose than barely not consent to it — but In- 
dulgence & friendship warranted by Wisdom, bids me let 
you take you own course & draw selfconviction — therefore 
come forward Young Colonel, proceed to So Carolina you 
shall have as full authority over all my Negroes as justice 
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to your Brother & Sisters & a very little consideration for 
my self will permit you to exercise — & so far do what you 
please & as you please without regard to S'. Mary Axe — 
You want a Regiment that's certain, go to Carolina & I will 
warrant yon will soon get one, I will venture to say, sooner 
than any other Man of my acquaintance — you will have 
many advantages — in raising a Regiment of White Men. 
On the Journey you may think fully & converse with many 
worthy sensible Men, on your favorite idea — when you ar- 
rive in Charles Town you will have further advantages, if 
you are disposed to receive them, from the sentiments of 
your most judicious friends — Your own good sense will di- 
rect you to proceed warily in opposing the opinions of 
whole Nations — lest without effecting any good, you become 
a bye word, & be so transmitted, to Your Children's Chil- 
dren — 

give me a day's jSTotice previous to your appearance here in 
order that an apartment may be provided for you if possible — 
for it is barely possible to obtain one — N 
My Dear Son 

I pray God protect you 

& add to your knowledge 

& learning, if it be necessary, 

discretion — 

Henry Laurens, 

L'. Col . John Laurens — 

Your friend Fleury this moment takes leave of me & in 
pouring freely a thousand good wishes — drops a few to you 
in particular & desires I would tell you so — with some diffi- 
culty he obtained leave to pursue the Marquis but failed in 
his attempt to Climb Rank — 

The bearer of this will deliver two more Camp Shirts, I 
sent two & a piece of Scarlet Cloth lately by Barry — it gives 
me some little trouble to collect & send forward these 
things, why will you not be so kind as to take the very little 
which is necessary barely to acknowledge the Receipt of 
them — . 
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I have often requested this & have assigned such good 
reasons for the necessary Check as I should have thought 
abstracted from the Idea of humouring an old & good 
friend, would have made a proper impression upon a Man 
of so much accuracy as I perceive you are when you trans- 
act business for or correspond with any body but poor me — 

Endorsed by John Lanrens: 6 th Febr 5 '. 1778. 

Endorsed by Henry Laurens : H. L to J. L— ^ 

York town 6 th . Feb: 1778 

[To be continued in the next number of this magazine.] 



